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Above: Michaela Hatfield, 6, assisted Maj. Gen.
John M. Riggs, commanding general, in the
tree-lighting ceremony Dec. 11. Michaela
flipped the switch, lighting the two trees in
front of the headquarters building. She is the
daughter of Sgt. Greg Hatfield, U.S. Army
Garrison. Left: A family watches the tree-light-
ing ceremony along with a crowd of several
hundred gathered for the retreat ceremony and
tree lighting. Christmas carols were sung by
Harmony in Motion and the Carson Middle
School Choir. Below: Santa arrived on a fire
engine and visited with children inside the
headquarters building as parents enjoyed
refreshments.
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FIRST THINGS FIRST

Commander s

“Plan for enough
time to arrive at
your destination
| by allowing for
possible weather
delays.

The holiday season is a time for family gather-
ings. Many people try to get “home” for the holi-
days — whether that is where they went to high
school, where their parents retired or perhaps where
their in-laws live. In any case, “home” is a special
place.

Some of us who’ve been in the military awhile
consider home to be where the Army sends us.

Some of us celebrate the season in a religious
way — with either Christmas or Hanukkah celebra-
tions. Others celebrate the spirit of peace and giv-
ing which seems to transcend all cultures this time

Road conditions numbers
Colorado (303) 639-1111
Arizona (602) 252-1010 (ext. 7623)
Kansas (913) 291-3000
Nebraska (402) 471-4533
New Mexico (505) 827-9126
Oklahoma (405) 425-2385
Utah (800) 492-2400
Wyoming (303) 742-8981
Texas (806) 848-4491
Texas (northwest of Amarillo) (806) 359-
6300

of year.

Even countries at war usually take a “break”
during the yuletide season.

Here at the Mountain Post, we observe a
“decreased work schedule.” Reduced manning in
duty sections is observed, with soldiers getting
some extra time off to spend with their families
during the holiday season.

Many soldiers and civilian workers will take
leave over the holiday period. I want to urge you to
use caution when driving long distances.

This time of year, the weather can be unpre-
dictable, a storm can arrive with very little prior
warning and roads can become snow-covered and
impassable.

Let me urge you to use common sense in trav-
eling. Plan for enough time to arrive at your desti-
nation by allowing for possible weather delays.
Give yourself plenty of time to get back to Fort
Carson before your leave ends. In the event of a
blizzard, don’t take unnecessary chances just to
make it back on time. Take chain of command
phone numbers with you so you can call if the need
arises. Nobody wants you to put your life on the
line just to be back on time. Chain of command
should know soldiers’ leave addresses and phone
numbers so that if an emergency message (Red
Cross) comes in, the soldier can be contacted in a
timely manner.

Call for a leave extension if you need it, or
better yet, come home a day or two early.

Some phone numbers for winter road condi-
tions in nearby states are listed in a box on this
page. You might want to clip it and take it along
with you.

For those of you who are staying in the local
area, there are plenty of things to keep you in the

holiday spirit.

You may want t
Salvation Army hol
How about inviting
Christmas day at yo
services at the newl
Chapel, mass on Ch
a community churcl
person you know or
Call your parents or

See Page 11 of
day hours of post ac
activities open on D

Unfortunately,
with the holiday sea
holic beverages. It’s
workers and friends
Probably more parti
December through !
the year.

Common sense
don’t drink and driv
take a taxi home. B«
you’re hosting a pat
with the drink.

Finally, the holi
for most people —
many, away from he
Being alone on the |
effect. If you know
down, be sensitive ¢
the wellness center |

It’s the season t

Proud to serve!

Letters to the editor

Editor’s note: Sgt. Stephan
Masson of st Battalion, 8th Infantry,
was in a serious car accident Dec. 4
which left him in a coma for six
days.

I wish to convey my deepest
appreciation and gratitude to the sol-
diers at my son Stephan Masson’s
unit, 1st Battalion, 8th Infantry, for
the love and support they showed me
during the week following his acci-
dent.

I will never forget the attention
you paid to every little detail (plane
reservations, transportation, food and
Christmas presents) making my trav-
el and stay with you as comfortable
as possible under the circumstances.

Thanks to that, I was able to con-
centrate solely on Stephan. Your
actions truly embody the Christmas
spirit. Again my heartfelt thanks for
all you have done.

Sincerely,
Cathy Masson

Recently, my family was faced
with our worst nightmare. My hus-
band and best friend, Sgt. Stephan
Masson, was injured in a car acci-
dent and went into a coma. This
killed us, and brought our world to a
crashing halt. The good news is he’s
getting better, and will soon be back
to his wonderfully stubborn self.

From all my heart and soul, I
would like to thank everyone for
their love, compassion, courage, sup-
port, strength and prayers. I would
especially like to thank 1st Battalion,

8th In
Army
Sectio
even |
thougl
Steph:
thank
and he
hard t
thanks

Fc
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News

5,000 soldiers to deploy to Gulf

by Sgt. 1st Gass Kevin L.
Robi nson
Arny News Service

More than 5,000 soldiers are
expected to deploy to Southwest Asia
in support of Operation Desert Fox,
Army officials said Thursday.

Ground troops alerted for deploy-
ment include: a brigade of almost
4,000 soldiers from Fort Stewart, Ga.;
700-800 soldiers from three Patriot
Missile batteries at Fort Bliss, Texas;
a light infantry battalion of about 400
troops from Fort Drum, N.Y.; a
Patriot Missile battery from Fort
Bragg, N.C.; and a biological detec-
tion unit from Fort McClellan, Ala.

Army officials said the soldiers
are in various stages of alert, awaiting
operational orders for movement to
the Middle East. The force was alert-
ed in lieu of the aircraft and missile
bombardment unleashed by U.S. and
British forces against Iraq
Wednesday.

At Fort Bliss, soldiers from the
32nd Army Air and Missile Defense
Command, the 11th Air Defense
Artillery Brigade and the 108th Air
Defense Artillery Brigade are await-
ing deployment orders, said Jean
Offutt, the post public affairs officer.

This is the same contingent of
troops that was prepared and partially
deployed to the Middle East in
November. “They stood down [after
that crisis with Iraq was resolved], but
they stayed in a preparation mode,”
she said. “We are now preparing last-
minute details before they move
again.”

Fort Bliss already has 400-500
soldiers in Southwest Asia from the
108th Brigade as part of a five- to
six-month rotation that left in
October, Offutt said. Since the
Persian Gulf War in 1991, deploy-
ments to the Middle East have
become commonplace for Patriot
Missile soldiers, moving to the region
about a dozen times over the past
seven or eight years.

At Fort Stewart, the post is also
awaiting official deployment orders,
said Richard Olson, the deputy public
affairs officer. The 3rd Infantry
Division (Mechanized) at Stewart is
already part of an ongoing 120-day
rotation of troops to Southwest Asia
with Fort Hood’s 1st Cavalry
Division. And, for six months of the
year, Fort Stewart maintains a brigade
on a 72-hour status for deployment,
he said.

Fort Carson Holiday |

Garri son Comrmander

We are well into the holiday season and (
part of our celebration as we decorate our ho:
However, in an effort to balance our individu
ing with our responsibility to be good stewar
the policy letter below is provided. Your com
is requested and the Field Officer of the Day
and night, to identify and inform those out of
support, and happy holidays.

1. Fort Carson’s energy management effc
nation of wasteful consumption of all forms «
through the elimination of waste remain here
ity of life projects.

2. The following policies are established
ters areas for the 1998 holiday season:

a. Exterior lighting will only be authorize
post headquarters building, family housing ar
electrical decorations are not authorized.

b. With the recognition that we are using
money to pay these extra utilities costs, an ex
avoid excessive use of exterior lights.

c. Exterior electrical decorations will be |
dusk and off not later than 11 p.m., except or
24 to 25 and Dec. 31 to Jan. 1.) where they ¢

d. All holiday decorations will be taken d

3. Your understanding and cooperation d
appreciated.

4. This policy supercedes that detailed in
Have a safe and happy holiday season.
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NEWS

Hol | day Messages

During this holiday season, we often
hear “peace on earth” in songs and see these
words printed on greeting cards. Those of
you in America’s Army know the high cost
of peace. Throughout our long and proud
223-year history, our soldiers have been
asked to pay that price so that others may
enjoy the benefits of peace. Our Army’s
determination, our readiness and our unique
ability to go where we are needed, when we
are needed are the best guarantees of peace
that exist in the world today.

Whether you serve our nation on active
duty, in the Army Reserve, in the Army
National Guard or as a civilian, you are a
vital part of the total force. You are a contin-
uing source for freedom-loving people
around the globe and have helped bring
peace throughout the world. At this time,
more than 20,000 of you are deployed in
over 80 countries, including more than
7,000 in Bosnia, where you are helping to
keep peace in that troubled region.

You personify the Army core values,
which are the defining characteristics of the

American soldier: Loyalty, Duty, Respect,
Selfless-Service, Honor, Integrity and
Personal Courage. Values are your creden-
tials, just as you are the nation’s credentials,
both at home and around the globe. To those
of you serving the nation far from home this
holiday season, as well as to you serving
within our country’s borders, we say “thank
you” for your contributions and sacrifices.
Our nation is blessed with a tradition of
religious freedom and tolerance, reflected
today in our acceptance of and respect for
the wide diversity of religions and cultures
in our nation. May each of you enjoy a
meaningful and joyous holiday season
according to the tradition that you and your
family hold dear. We wish all of you and
your families a happy, safe, healthy and
peaceful New Year in 1999, as we begin the
countdown to the new millennium.
Louis Caldera
Secretary of the Army and
General Dennis J. Reimer
Army Chief of Staff

Thanks to all of you — soldic
bers — for the many sacrifices yc
defense this year. As we celebrate
Year, let us remember those who
ones. To the Forces Command trc
Southwest Asia, Central America
world, may you know those of us
Continental United States are pra;
service, and that of FORSCOM s
our Nation’s strong security and s

Throughout 1998, FORSCONM
military missions in 29 countries
international emergencies includis
Florida wildfires and Hurricanes |
Our presence worldwide continue
humane international environmen

I personally wish each of you
iday season and a prosperous and
look forward to the last year in th
ipate the wonders to come in the
personal safety, coupled with that
your number one priority during t
throughout all your holiday activi

(
(

Seasonal parties reqgt
discipline, common S

Prevention Month e

by Russel |l Jordan
A cohol and Drug Gontrol Gfice
December is National Drunk and Drugged
Driving Prevention Month, and Fort Carson is part

of a nationwide effort trying to reduce impaired dri-

ving this holiday season. Impaired driving is a big
reason that December is one of the deadliest times
of the year on our nation’s highways.

“3D Prevention Month” efforts call attention to
this problem and involve our community in activi-
ties to try to prevent deaths and injuries due to
impaired driving, and call for stronger policies and
programs to deter impaired driving. Major Gen.
John M. Riggs, commanding general, recently
siened a proclamation declaring December as 3D

need for every part of the community to play a role
in the fight against impaired driving.

Fort Carson joins groups in every state for
Lights on for Life Day today, asking motorists to
drive with headlights on to remind people of the
impaired driving problem and to remember those
killed by impaired drivers. Law enforcement agen-
cies across the nation will increase enforcement
efforts against impaired drivers, speeders, aggres-
sive drivers and others who make the roads espe-
cially dangerous at this time of year.

Driving while ability is impaired and driving
under the influence convictions result in loss of
rank, loss of pay, loss of freedom, loss of integrity,
loss of family and loss of career. DWAI/DUTIs

Drug and Alcohol C

Keys to
*Don’t drink an
*Never serve al
under the age of 21.
*[f you drink, al
nondrinking driver.
*Be a responsib
*Serve non-alco
* Serve high-prc
* Control the an
served — no open b
*Ask alcohol-inr
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CFC spokesman gets a new
start through CFC agency

chance to go back to schodl, to
have discipline and to have
respect for nyself,
He excel l ed in schoo, and
whi I e he was in high schod, he
was cont acted by NASA he still
doesn t know who tol d NASA
about him
cooperative education program
The cooperative program
i nvol ved going to cd | ege pat
tine and working pat tine
Mrris sadit took doout five
years to gt his dectricd eg -

by Nel Lanpe
Mount ai neer st df
We can help to sdve the

problens of the world help
nake the vorld a better place,
said National Gonbi ned Federal
Campai gn Spokesnan Tery
Morris. Mrris was keynote
speaker at the 1998 G-C regi on-
w de awards | uncheon Dec. 4, at
H khorn onf erence Genter.

Mrris knows a little about
=C agenci es and the good t hat
can be done. He learned the hard

Mrris sad

to patidpdeina

Photo by Nel Lampe

National Combined Federal Campaign Spokesman Terry Morris talks
with Col. Randy Tieszen, Fort Carson chief of staff, center, and Col.
Bill Caffall, vice commander of 21st Space Wing at Peterson Air Force
Base, prior to the CFC Regionwide Awards Luncheon.

way at age 14.

Mrris said he was an abused
child, and was abandoned in
M ssi ssi ppi when he was 14 years
od H ate out of garbage cans
and lived on the street urtil sone-
one reported himto social ser -
vices. He vas t aken to A pha
House, which was operated by a
CFC agency. It ves hisfirg

neering degree fromthe
Lhiversity of Mssissipp, then he
vent to work full tine for NASA
H presently is at the Lang ey
Research Genter, in Hinpton, Va
This year, he was naned nati onal
spokesman for GFC As such, he
has spoken at the Wiite House,
before Secret ary of Defense
WilliamS hen and Secret ay

of Health and Hinan Servi ces
Donna Shal al a.

Qite a long way for an aban-
doned t eenager who survived on
garbage, to cone.

It sdl abou suvivd, Mrris
said, and peopl e reaching out
and saying ve care.

| kowviet it slike... to
have probl ens that are not your
faut. | can he p soneore (like |

ves helped), hesad It sa
chainreaction. There s despar
and hopel essness. They need
hel ping hands, Mrris said.

Hel pi ng hands, such as G-C
agenci es.

The | uncheon honor ed f eder al
agencies in the region wo patic-
ipated in GFC Hagues were
awnarded to Fort Garson,
Shriever and Peterson Ar Force

‘AFTB Day’celebrated

Fort Garson Public Afairs Ofice

Qief of Stdf Gen. Dennis J. Reiner and
Srgeant Myor of the Any Robbert E Hill
proclained Dec. 16 Any Famly Team
Building Day, cderaing for years of suc-
cess and the achi evenent s of thousands of
va uteers.

The concept for AFTB originated in 1992
wth senior |eaders and spouses wo saw a
need to educate famly nenfbers as a resul t
of lessons learned fdlowng the Gil f W .

Snce the incegption of Arny Fanily Team
Bilding in 194, the programhas significant -
Iy contributed to the i ndependence and sel f-

rdiace d Any famlies. AFIBis a famly
training and readi ness programthat provi des
patidpat s wth an underst and ng of Ar ny
cuture and the skills and resources they
need to becone sel f-reliant, sdf-suf fiaat
nentrers of the mlitary conmunity.

W coudnt do the programwthout the
spouses who vol unteer, said Renee HIInan,
outreach socia assist at, Army Conmmunity
Servi ces.

AFTB enhances retenti on because fam -
lies learn whet benefit s and resources the
Arny of fers, wat to expect fromthe Arny
culture, and howto network so they becone
pat d thelagr Any famly, have a sense
of bel onging and have a positive infl uence on

the sdde s decisiontoreenist.

Qrrently nore than 200,000 sal di ers,
famly nenbers and Departnent of the Arny
civilians have attended cl asses t aught by
nore than 2,250 naster traners al of
themspouses and a | of themvol unteers. The
programcost s an average of &5 mllion a
year to admini ster and operate.

There is direct correl ation between Arny
Famly TeamBuilding and its positive i npat
on sd der ad famly readi ness.

As the programnoves into it sfif th year,
command teans, soldiers and famly nem
bers are encouraged to cel ebrate Arny
Fannly TeamBuilding s success.

W have strong comnmand support for
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FSGs, Red Cross offer assistance

Family members have places to turn to for support during deployments or field exercises

by Ffc. Socorro A Spooner
Mount ai neer st df

With the holiday season here, nany fam -
ly nenbers are not only fighting the holiday
cronds, but they nay al so be fighting the
hol i day bl ues due to the depl oynent s. For
these famly nenbers who don t know how
or where to get support through these difif -
cult tines the answers are just a phone call
away. Spouses who find thensel ves in these
situations can call their Famly Support
Qoups, unit chaplains or the Rd Goss for
ener genci es.

Fam |y support groups are uilized as fd -
[ owships for famly nenibers whose spouses
have lef t on depl oynent s or who have gone
tothe field, said Renee HIlnan, outreach
socid assist at, Arny Gommunity Servi ce.

The groups are in place so famly nem
bers can support each other, said HIlnan

Dana Zoeckl er, famly neniber, has expe-
rienced both good and bad FS& in her six
years as a famly nenfber inthe US Arny.
Sone units FS& are used to assist famly
nenbers through hard tines whether it be

Red Cross

by hel ping themget through a depl oynent or
by just hearing a spouse who nay be havi ng
a bad day while their spouse is out on a
depl oynent or who have gone to the field,
she said. A though sone FS& don t provide
the support sone famly nenbers nay need

which in the end, |eaves famly nenibers
lét with nowhere to turn for help during a
depl oynent or field probl em

FS% are good if utilized correctly,

Zoeckl er .

Sone spouses who can t find the support
they need inther FS3 find it easy to try
and use the Red Qoss so that they nay t dk
to their spouses to help themdeal wth the
stresses of hone, said Zoeckler. The Red
Qoss is able to screen out nost of these
cals, becauseits systemverifies every cal
before passingit ontomlit ay authorities,
sai d Jason Zuboy, assist at s ation nanager
Fort Garson Red Goss. This is why the Red
Qoss has an eight- hour tine linmt to act on
each call received. During this tine, the Rd
Qoss verifies the energency through doc-
tars, hospta s and funeral hones, he said.

sd

Thisistoewsuetha mlitary commanders
can be certain the infornati on bei ng passed
is true and accurate so they can t ake appro-
priate action, said Ziboy.

Athough a snal | anount of fal se (ener -
gencies) do get through, there is never any
delay on our part to get the nessage out to a
unit, said Zboy.

nce the unit recei ves the nessage and
et s the nessage to the soldier, it becones
the it s responsibility to get the nessage
tothesdde, hesad Thisis wy we try to
ask the unit togve us acal once the sdder
has recei ved the nessage, said Zuboy.
Sone inport ant infornation wiich wll assist
the Red Qoss in getting nessages to sal -
des

Slde s Full Nane

Rank

Social Security Nunber

Branch of Service

Wiere Depl oyed (address if possi bl e)

Hone Uhit

If youlive in @ orado Springs or on Fort
Carson, you shoul d cont act the Fort Garson

526-2311
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SMC ready for
r eopeni ng

Michael Ferguson, Trinity
Furniture Manufacturing
installer, finishes installing
pews at Soldiers’ Memorial
Chapel Tuesday. The chapel is
undergoing its final prepara-
tions for the ribbon-cutting
ceremony Monday. The cere-
mony begins at 9 a.m. Both
Maj. Gen. John M. Riggs, com-
manding general, and Brig.
Gen. Gaylord Gunhs, deputy
chief of Chaplains, will speak
at the opening.
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Qb
reporters

Jason Campell, Gowdy
Printcraft, center, explains
how the Mountaineer is print-
ed to members of Cub Scout
Pack 558. The pack’s den
chief, Travis Kulbeth, is pic-
tured at left. The Cub Scouts
visited the post newspaper’s
printer as they were learning
about communication. Cub
Scout Pack 558 is sponsored |

RecyC| | ng program and operating hours changed to Mondays, wll cortinue to be serviced.

Wednesdays and Fidays from7 am to 4 The central drop-of f point |ocated ad a-
undel’gOeS ChangeS p.m for nateria processing. cent to MMhon Adtaiunwll still be aal -
. There wll no longer be weekly of fice able and serviced on a daily basis.
The Fort Gar Recycl e P
= R SIS ETS RO EES bi ckups. Brcepti ors to this change will be Addtiodly, the drop-of f poirt a the Ryd e

LIRSS A7 GrEfgEs [ GEereiliy 2rs &rt addressed on a case-by-case basis wth only @ter for dl recycle nateria wll be nain-

services ef fective Jn 4 The folowng are activities that have no governnent transport a-  tai ned

the changes pl anned: ti on consi dered. The Troop Recycling Incentive Program
Grrent recycling stdf wll be reduced Myj or cardboard generating activities wll be d scontinued ef fective Dec. 3L
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Fort Carson Commissary

Cec. 24 9am to3pm

Q osed Dec. 25

Ext ended hours Mbnday through Friday
9amto8pm ad Sturday 9 am to
7230 pm and Sunday 9 am to5p.m
d osed Wednesday.

The Fort CGarson Gormissary wll have
avisit fronSat a Saturday froml to 3
p.m Beginning Jan. 4 the coomssary wil |
have 99 cent sal es through Jan. 17.

Army and Air Force Exchange

Service holiday hours
Servi ce Station:
Qosed Dec. 25
B Street Shoppette:
Thursday, 9amto9pm
Bec. 25 10 amto 6 p.m
Cec. 31, 9am to10 pm
Jan. 1, 9amto9pm
Burger King:
Thursday, 6amto7 pm
Qosed Dec. 25
Dec. 26 and 27, 8am to9 pm
Cec. 3, 6amto8pm
Qosed Jan. 1
Jn 2 11amto9pm
Ivy Troop Shoppette:
Cec. 21 toJan. 0am to4 p.m
Q osed Dec. 25 and 26
Qosed Jan. 1 and 2
Buitts FHeld Shoppette:
Qosed Bec. 20 to Jan. 3
Housi ng Shoppett e:
Thursday, 8am to6 pm
Qosed Dec. 25
Cec. 3land Jan. 1, 8am to9 p.m
Qass Sx:
Thursday, 9am to6 pm
Qosed Dec. 25 and Jan. 1
Qass 9x Annex:
Thursday, 11 am to 5 p.m
Qosed Dec. 25 and Jan. 1
Mai n Post Exchange:
Monday, extended hours begin: Saturday 8
amtol0pm, Sunday 9am to9 pm ad
Mnday through Friday 9 am to 10 p.m
Thursday, 6amto7 pm
Q osed Dec. 25
Dec. 26, 7am to9 p.m
Cec. 31, 9am to6 pm
Jan. 1, 9am to6 pm
Mitary Qothing Sales Stoe
Thursday, 9amto3pm
Q osed Dec. 25 and 26
Cec. 31, 9am to3pm
Qosed Jan. 1
Burger King (building 900):
Thursday, 630 amto6pm
Q osed Dec. 25
Dec. 26, 8am to 8 p.m
Jan. 1, 10am to 6 pm

AAFES holiday events

Wednesday, Gandparets Nght to Shop
sde

DCA hours, Fort Crson community events

Anerican Red O oss:

Qosed Dec. 25

A cohol and Drug Gntrol dfice:

Qosed Thursday to Dec. 25 and Jan. 1
Arny Community Servi ce:

Qosed Thursday and Dec. 25 and Jan.1 and 4
hild and Youth Services:

G osed Thursday, Dec. 25 and 31 and Jan. 1
Gommuni ty Recreation D vision (AutoQ aft
Center, MIti-Gaft Gnter, WodC af t
Center, Sporti ng Qods Store, Qut door
Recreation Rental Genter and Qut door
Recreati on Conpl ex):

Qosed Bec. 25 and Jan. 1

Nornal holiday hours Dec. 31

Infornation, Tour and Trave :

Qosed Bec. 25 and Jan. 1

Dec. 31, nornal holiday hours

Turkey Qreek Recreation Area:

dosed Dec. 25

Dec. 31, nornal holiday hours

Jan. 1, 0am to4 pm

Little House of the Rocki es:

Monday through Dec. 25

Facilities:
Bow ing Center:
Thursday, 11 am to4 p.m
d osed Dec. 25
Dec. 31, 11amtolam Jan 1
Jan 1, 11 am to nidni ght
Chri stopher s
Qosed Thursday and Dec. 25 and Jan. 1
dosed Dec. 31, no lunch, Barber Shop open 7
amto6pm
H khorn onference Center:
Q osed Thursday and Dec. 25
Puebl o Deli QGosed Dec. 31 and Jan. 1
Neon Sports Sal oon:
Thur sday, noon to 10 p.m
Dec. 25, noon to nidni ght
Dec. 31, opens at 7 p.m
Jan. 1, opens & 6 p.m
Jan. 2, opens a 5 p.m
Fatz Pool &art s
Thursday, 11:30 am to5p.m
Cec. 31, 6pmto2am
@l f Course:
G osed Thursday and Dec. 25
D vot s Gill:
@ osed Thursday through Dec. 31
Gant Library:
Qosed Thursday and Dec. 25, Jan. 1
3rd Caval ry Miseum
Qosed Thursday and Dec. 25, Jan. 1

Physical Fitness Centers:
Forrest Ftness CGenter:

(pen for the hali -
days:

Christmas Eve:

B Street  Shoppette, 9am to9 pm
Bowing Genter,11am to4 pm
Neon Spats Saloon, noon to 10 p.m
Fatz Pool & Darts 11230 am to5pm
Christmas Day:

B Street Shoppette, 10am to 6 pm
Neon Spats Sal oon, noon to nidni ght
Waller Ftrness Gter, noon to 9 p.m
New Year's Eve:

B Street Shoppette, 9am to 10 pm
Bowing Genter,11am tolpm
Neon Spats Saloon, opens at 7 p.m
Fatz Pool & Darts, 6 pmto2am
New Year’s Day:

B Street Shoppette, 9am to9 pm
Bowing Genter, 11 am to mdni ght

QGosed on al hdidays

Garcia Physical Ftness CGenter:

Jan. 1, noonto 9 pm

Gosed al other hdidays

MK bben Physical Ftness Center:
CGosed dl other hdidays

Mount ain Post Physical Ftness Genter:
Qosed on dl hdidays

Post Physical Ftness Center:

Qosed on dl hdidays

Waller Ftness Ganter:

Dec. 25 noonto 9 am

CGosed d1 other hdidays

| ndoor Swi mming Pool :

G osed Sunday through Jan. 1 for repdrs
Damto6pmadl aher days

Youth Services Annual Christmas Tree
Sal es run through Wednesday. Chri st nas
trees can be purchased at the Min Rost
Exchange garden shop. Hours of operation are
Mdnday through Fiday noon to 7 p.m,
Saturday 10 am to 7 p.m and Sunday 10
amto6pm For nore infornation, call 526
2680 or 526- 3546.

Drectorate of Conmunity Activities
Gristnas paty,1lam to 4 p.m FHiday.

R bbon cutting ceremony for Sol diers
Menorial Chapel 9 am Mnday at SOl diers
Menorial Chapel . A Gristnas serviceis
schedul ed for Dec. 25 at S\C

Evans Army
Community Hospital
Thursday and Dec. 25 and Jan. 1, phar -
nacy and clinics closed; wards and ener -
gency roomrenai n open.

Emergency phone numbers
Mit ary police energency: 526- 2333
Fre energency: 911
Bvans Arny Gommunity Hospitd: 56
7111
Severe Wather Hitline 526- 0096
@l orado road conditions: (303) 639-1111
or 630-1111 (enter ROAD
Red Goss: 526-2311
Energency Qperations Center: 526-5914

Local school closures
Christmas and New Year s
Dgrid 2 No school Mnday through Jan. 3
Dstrict 3 No schoo Mnday through Jan. 3
Ddria s 8 and 122 No school Mbnday t hr ough
Jan. 3
Dsrid 11 No school Mnday through Jan. 3

4th Personnel Services
Battalion
4th Rersonnel Services Batt dian s cus-
toner service section wll be cl osed
Gristmas Bre, GQristnmas and New Year s
Eve.
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Christmas
services

Thursday a Githdic children s
Cristnas litugy & Slders
Menorial Chapel statimga 5

p. m

Thursday a Protest at
Grd eignt service a Povider
gatinga 6 pm

Thursday a 10th Specid
Forces Gristnas Bve service at
Veterans $atinga 7pm

Thursday a Protest ant can-
deigt service aa G
Prussnan and Heal er st ating a
7pm

Thursday a Gathol i c midni ght
nass a SVC (traditional cards
begna 1130 p.m)

Dec. 25 a Githaic nass at
SMC statingat 930 pm

Dec. 31 a Gatholic New
Year s Bve Mass at S\C st atimg
a 6pm

Jan.1 a Gtholic New Year s
Eve Day Mass at SMC st atimg
a 930 am

Chapel Schedul e

ROMAN CATHOLIC

Chapel Service  Day Ti me Locati on Cont act Person

Heal er Mass Sunday 11lam Bvans Arny tospitd FR. Gagliardo/ 526- 7386

Heal er Mass M- WF 11:45 am BEvans Arny Hospitd F. Gagliardo/ 526- 7386

P ovi der Mass Sunday 12215 pm Brkdey &HIis Chap. Cavanaugh/ 526- 5769

Sders CCD Sunday 10:45 am Nelson & Mrtinez Ms. Fel dman/ 526- 0478

McMahon Mass Sunday 930 am Biilding 1517 Chap. Cavanaugh/ 526- 5769

Veterans Mass Sunday 8am Mgrath & Titws Chap. Cavanaugh/ 526- 5769
LITURGICAL

P ovi der Litugcd Sunday 1030 am Barkdey &HIis Chap. Brock/526- 147
PROTESTANT

Heal er Rotest at  Sunday 9am Bvans Arny tospit& Chap. Tarvin/ 526- 7387

Prussman SS/ Sanpan Sunday 8am Brkedey &HIis Chap. G bson/ 526- 5803

Prussnan Pr ot / Sanoan Sunday 9am Brkeey &HIis Chap.

d bson/ 526- 5803

P ovi der Qn. School Sunday 1015 am Brkdey &HIis Chap. Duval | / 526- 4416

P ovi der Rotest at  Sunday 9am Brkeey &HIis Chap. Stephen/ 526- 4416

Prussman n. School Sunday 930 am Barkeley & Prussman (hap. QG| es/ 526- 4206

Prussman Prot/ Gospel Sunday 11am Barkel ey & Prussnan Chap. G| es/ 526- 4206

Sldes n. School Sunday 930 am Nelson & Mrtinez D. Scheck/ 526- 5626

McMahon Rotest at  Sunday 11lam Buil ding 1517 Chap. Gooper/ 526- 8011

Veterans Fatestat Sunday 930 am Mgrath & Tits Gap. J. Hartranf t/524- 1822

Veterans Raestat Sunday 11am Mgrath & Titws Chap. S no/ 526- 8890

For additional infornation, contact thelnstdlation Gepan s @fice buldng 627, a 526-5209. For infor -
nation and a schedul e of Jewsh Sabbath services, call the US Ar Force Acadeny Cadet Chapel at 333-
2636. Nornally, freechild caeis avaldde far infat s and preschool age chil dren during on-post wor ship ser -
vi ces. Sone worship services of fer achlden s church for ages 6 to 12

aily B ble Radings BHeoe athreeyer e Dec. 25, Luke 20 1-20 - Christnas Day

Saturday, Psalns 18 & | saiah 31-33 Dec. 26, Psalm24-25 & | sai ah 46-54
S ) Sunday, Psalns 5 & | sai ah 34-36 Dec. 27, Psalm?26 & | sai ah 55-57
Inorder to assist inregdar scripture reed- Monday, Psalns 6 & |sai ah 37-39 Dec. 28, Psalm27 & |sai ah 58-60
ing, the folowng scriptures are reconmend- Tuesday, Psalns 7 & |saiah 40-42 Dec. 29, Psalm28 & |sai ah 61-63
ed These are part of the conmon daily |ec- Wednesday, Psalns 8 & Isiah 43-45 Dec. 30, Psalm29 & |sai ah 64-66
Dec.

tionary which is designed to present the entire Thursday, Psalns 9 & Isiah 620 10-12

31, Luke 1: 46-55 & Mrk 1
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Comment ary by
Chap. (CGapt.) Matthew L. QG bson
4th Personnel Services Battaion

CGristnas, hay day or hoiday? Thet is
sonething that each of us nust ask oursel ves
this season. Wiat does it nean to you? Is it a
tine to reflect upon the goodness of Gd or to
renenber all that we have done?

Qristnas shoud be specid todl o us. It
shoul d be the tine when ve reflect on the
year s achi evenent s and acconpl i shnent s
Too dften, veregessinoastaed sdf-
defeati smconcerning our inability to achieve
our perceived level of success.

The teachings of Jesus imstruct us that it is
better to gve thantoreceive If ve caud
enforace this concept, then we coul d under -
$adthe dfference between Gristnas as a
holy day and Qristnas as a holiday. ld s gve
sonet hi ng back. G ve sonething of val ue,
sonething that wil endure the test of tine
Gve sonething that will be of universa inpor -
tance to each other and to your children.

1 /' |

lea s examine the neani ng of Christmas
together. It isthetindess stay of a Gd wo
loved us enough to give you and | his only
son;, to redeemus fromthe curse of sin. The
scriptures teach us that the vages of sinis
Oeth bu thegft o Gdiseerd life In
other words, Jesus ded in our place in order
that we mght have life, and have it nore
abundant | y.

We deserved death because of our fore-
bearers sin (Adamand Eve) di sobeyi ng God.
It is because of Jesus and his wllingness to be
our substitute on the cross of Glvary. He was
boon Helivedasiness life Hededasthe
Lantb of God to redeemus fromthe curse of
sin Qristnasisnt just aday togve gftsto
one another. It reminds us of the trenendous
sacrifice that was nade for your salvation and
n ne.

lg s put the Qrist back in Qristnas. If
you red |y vant to cel elrate the season this
hoy day, dlowyoursdf to red scover the joy of
knowng Jesus as the Qrist. Atend ardigous
service of your choice, according to your faith
tradtin

This Gristnas, nake it apant to separate
CQristnas fromdl the aher hdidays. It s
neant to be a tine when we see the Qrist as
the saviar of the world and recogni ze himas
king of kings ad lad o lords. Heis the rea-
son for the season. Wthout him we would be
nothing, and apart fromhim we can do not h-
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This 1-and- a-half year-
old male domestic
short-haired cat, is cur-
rently available for
adoption at the Fort
Carson Veterinary
Treatment Facility. Pets
up for adoption are
vaccinated and
neutered. The treatment
facility provides routine
preventive medicine
and minor sick call ser-
vices to pets owned by
active duty and retired
military members.
Normal hours of opera-
tion for the clinic are
Monday through Friday,
7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Rt of the

B ack cat

Clinics are held every
Monday, Wednesday
and Friday with ani-
mals being seen by
appointment only. To
reduce the risk of child
injury in exam rooms
and to increase the
attentiveness of pet
owners during the
examination process,
the facility discourages
pet owners from bring-
ing along children
under 10 years of age.
People interested in
adopting a pet can call
526-4354. For an
appointment, call 526-
3803.

SUPPORT YOUR 1

Photo by Pfc. Socorro A. Spooner
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Directorate of Community Activities
facilities

Physi cal fitness centers/sw nmng pool s
* Garcia PFC ph: 526-3944 or 526-5785
M-F 6:30 a.m.-10 p.m./weekends and holidays 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
* McKibben PFC ph: 526-2597
M-F 6:30 a.m.-10 p.m./weekends and holidays 6 a.m.-1 p.m.
* Waller PFC ph: 526-2742
M-F 6:30 a.m.-10 p.m./weekends and holidays 3-10 p.m.
* Mountain Post PFC ph: 526-2411
M, T, W, F 6:30-9:30 a.m. (Open for after-PT showers only)
* Forrest FC ph: 526-2706
M-F 5:30 a.m.-10 p.m./weekends and holidays closed
* Post PFC ph: 526-1023 or 526-1024
M-F 6:30 a.m.-10 p.m./weekends and holidays closed
* Indoor Swimming Pool ph: 526-3107
M-F 6:30 a.m.-9:30 p.m. (lap swimming from 6:30-8:30 a.m./open
swimming from noon-10 p.m.)/weekends and holidays, closed
¢ Outdoor Swimming Pool closed
Miscellaneous
* Post Commissary, building 1525, ph: 526-5505
M, T, Thur, and Fri from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m; Sat from 9 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
and Sun from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Closed Wednesdays.
 Grant Library, building 1528, ph: 526-2350
M-Th 11 a.m.-8 p.m./Fri 11 a.m.-4 p.m./Sat and Sun 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
* Multi-Craft/AutoCraft/WoodCraft Centers
W, Th and Fri 1-8:30 p.m./weekends and holidays 9 a.m.-4:30
p.m./Mon and Tues closed, ph: 526-0950
* Community Thrift Shop, building 1008, ph: 526-5966
T, W, Th 10:00 a.m.-2:30 p.m./ Fri through Mon. closed
* Turkey Creek Recreation Area, ph: 526-3905
W-F 10 a.m.-3:30 p.m./Sat and Sun 10:30 a.m.- 4 p.m./office hours:
W-Sun 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
* Information Tour & Travel, building 1532, ph: 526-5366
M-F 9 a.m.-6 p.m./Sat 9 a.m.-1 p.m./closed Sun and holidays
« Carlson Wagonlit Travel, building 1532, ph: 576-5404
M, W, Th, F 9 a.m.-6 p.m./Tues 9 a.m.-5 p.m./weekends and holidays
closed
* Outdoor Recreation Complex, building 2429, ph: 526-2083
M-Sun 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m./holidays 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
* Pueblo Deli (Elkhorn), building 7300, ph: 576-6646
M-F 11 a.m.-1:30 p.m./closed weekends and holidays
* Fatz Pool and Darts, building 1129, ph: 526-4693
T-Th 11:30a.m.-midnight/F-Sat 11 a.m.-2 a.m./Sun | p.m.-
midnight/Mon closed
* The Bowling Center, building 1511, ph: 526-5542
Sun -Th 11 a.m.-11 p.m./Fri & Sat 11 am.-1 am.
* Cheyenne Shadows Golf Course, ph: 526-4122
M-Sun 6 a.m.-7:30 p.m.
* Youth Center, ph: 526-2680
M-Th 3-8 p.m./Fri 3-9 p.m./Sat 1-9 p.m. closed Sun & holidays

Army and Air Force Exchange Service
facilities
Barber/Beauty Shops
* Ivy Troop Store Barber Shop, building 2355
M-F 7:30 a.m.-4 p.m./weekends and holidays, closed
* Prussman Troop Store Barber Shop
M-F 7:30 a.m.-4 p.m./weekends and holidays, closed

« Barber Shop, building 1161
M-F 7:30 a.m.-4 p.m./weekends and holidays closed

G0

Program Schedul e for Fort Garson cabl e
channel 10, Saturday to Dec. 25

Mount ai n Rost Migazi ne: i ncl udes sto-
ries about Fort Garson and the Gl orado
Springs aea Arsa 7am, noon, 7 p.m
and nidni ght .

Arny Newswat ch: includes stories on top
dollars 98, 22 testing and Red G oss
Arnmed Forces BEnergency Service. Arsa
72730 am, 1230 pm, 7230 pm and 12230
am

Ar Force Nevs:
icd operationsin Gnird Awrcia, Arny

i ncl udes stories on ned-

astronaut hel ps buld theinternatiod space
¢ation and the Boy Scout Janboree. Ars &
8am, 1pm, 8pmadlam

Navy/ Marine Qorps News: includes sto-
riesonliberty cdl on St. Marten, a Goup
Sl inthe Gribbean and a previewof a
USO docunent ay. Arsa 830 am, 130
pm, 830 pm and 1:30 am

Gommuni ty CGal endar airs between pro-
gramshow ng ti nes.

Channel 9 daily broadcast s SAAA for-
ei gn | anguage news broadcast s

If you have comment s on Channel 10
progranming or wsh to coordinate a broad-
cast on channels 9 or 10, please cont adt
Douglas Rile at 526-1241 or via enail at
Rul eDo@ar son-exchl. arny.ml. Gl Km
Tisor at 526-1253 if you have ideas for
Mount ain Post Mgazine. @nt act the
Regional Training Support CGenter for show
ing o tranngvidea apes only on channel s 9
o 10 at 526-5111 Sibnit typewitten
request s for additions to the Gnmunity

* Evans Beauty Shop, building 7500 ph: 540-0462

M-F 9 a.m.-5 p.m./weekends and holidays, closed

* Post HQ Barber Shop, building 1430

Mon only 7:30 a.m.-4 p.m. (closed holidays but open next business
day)

* Welcome Center Barber Shop, building 1218

Mon and Th only 7:30 a.m.-4 p.m.

* Main Store Mall Barber and Beauty Shops, building 6110, ph:
576-6459

M-Sat 9 a.m.-7 p.m./Sun and holidays, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.

* Mini Mall Barber Shop, building 1510, ph: 576-8013

M-F 7 a.m.-6 p.m./Sat 8 a.m.-6 p.m./Sun 10 a.m.-5 p.m. closed holi-
days

Shoppettes/service stations

* “B Street” Shopette, building 900

M-F 5 a.m.-midnight/weekends 6 a.m.-midnight

* Service Station, building 1515

M-F 6 am.-7 p.m./Sat § a.m.-6 p.m./Sun 10 a.m.-4 p.m.

Alterations

* Military Clothing Sales Store, building 307, ph: 576-4516
M-F 9 a.m.-6 p.m./Sat 9 a.m.-3 p.m./closed Sun and holidays
* Mini-Mall, building 1510, ph: 576-4304

M-Sat 9 a.m.-6 p.m./Sun 10 a.m.-5 p.m./closed holidays

Miscellaneous

* Burger King (Specker), building 1520
M-F 6 a.m.-9 p.m.(drive thru until 10 p.m.)/Sat 7 a.m.-9 p.m. (drive

thru until 10 p.m.)/Sun 8 a.m.-9 p.m.

» Kentucky Fried Chicken, building 1533, ph: 579-8237
M-Sun 10:30 a.m.-10 p.m.

* Class Six, building 1524

M-Sat 9 a.m.-9 p.m./Sun 11 a.m.-5 p.m.

* Class Six Annex, building 3572

M-Sat 10 a.m.-7 p.m./closed Sun

* Laundromat, building 6089

M-Sun 7 a.m.-10 p.m.

* Car rental, building 980, ph: 527-4744

M-F 7:30 a.m.-6 p.m./Sat 9 a.m.-2 p.m./closed Sun

* TV Repair/U-Haul, building 1008, ph: 579-9344

M-F 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m./Sat 8 a.m.-noon/ closed Sun and holidays
* Sprint Office, ph: 579-7463

M-F 9 a.m.-6 p.m./Sat 10 a.m.-2 p.m./closed Sun and holidays

* Main Store Mall, building 6110

M-Sat 9 a.m.-9 p.m./Sun and holidays 10 a.m.-7 p.m. (Flower Shop,
Vitamin Expo, Optical Shop and AT&T Kiosk)

* Main Store Mall Espresso Cart

M-F 8 a.m.-3 p.m./Sat and Sun 8 a.m.-4 p.m./closed holidays

* Mini Mall, building 1510

M-Sat 9 am.-11 p.m./Sun 10a.m.-5 p.m. and holidays (Shoe Repair
and Engraving Shop)

* Mini Mall Laundry, building 1510

M-Sat 9 a.m.-6 p.m./Sun 10 a.m.-5 p.m./closed holidays
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5th Brigade trains guard

by Capt. Christopher Vaughn

2nd Armor Training Support Battalion

It is early November; the air is crisp as a
slow wind blows east off the Cascade Range over
the High Desert Training Area, an Army National
Guard training area just a few miles outside of
Redmond, Ore.

The soldiers of the 2nd Armor Training
Support Battalion are preparing to train and eval-
uate the troops of F Troop, 82nd Cavalry, Oregon
Army National Guard. These troops execute a
training mission that has been in the planning
phase since mid-August.

The platoon operation orders are given and a
quick rehearsal is all that remains before the
units execute their line of departure. The training
has been planned by D Troop, 2nd Armor
Training Support Battalion, Sth Armored
Brigade, 5th United States Army.

The 5th Armored Brigade, headquartered at
Fort Carson under the command of Col. Jon
Greer, trains Army National Guard Reserve units
throughout the western United States. D Troop,
commanded by Capt. Christopher Vaughn, is part
of the 2nd AR TSB observer controller package,
whose mission is to assist the guardsmen with
planning, synchronizing and evaluating its train-
ing activities. The armor battalion’s primary goal

is to improve the combat readiness of the
National Guard.

Since its first 500 volunteers in 1847, the
Oregon Army National Guard has been training
soldiers for both peace and wartime missions.

Today, F Troop, under the command of Capt.
David Shauvin, is conducting a rear area security
mission as part of its train-up for a June 1999
rotation to the Joint Readiness Training Center at
Fort Polk, La.

F Troop, a Light Separate Cavalry Troop, is
attached to the 29th Infantry Brigade (Separate),
Hawaii Army National Guard for its wartime
mission.

The training event takes place in the Central
Oregon High Desert Training Area, 33,000 acres
of leased land from the Oregon Bureau of Land
Management. It is a rocky piece of land covered
by age-old trees that bear the markings of the
great wagon trains which made their way west in
the mid-1800s.

The training area supports both limited track
and light vehicle maneuver. It provides training
for armor, infantry, engineer and support units
throughout the year.

Today’s exercise mirrors the JRTC fictional
scenario of an island nation fighting to maintain
its independence from insurgent forces. F Troop

will have to cope v
as well as with me
accomplish its trair

Casualty evacu
point. The Guard u
into its training pla
the unit a scenario
order and graphics.
op its own operatic
aspects of its troop

The 2nd AR TS
teach and mentor tl
mission and then c|
after-action review
receives a troop le
take-home package

The end result
was a National Gu:
train at JRTC, and
combat.

The motivated
were up to the chal
mission. D Troop’s
tributed significant

increased readiness
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‘Wet and wild’

Story and photos by
Spc. Bryan Beach
Mount ai neer st df

Strong winds have carried you off
target. You’re supposed to parachute
onto a nice and dry landing site,
however, as the earth below quickly
appears larger and larger, you realize
the grass is a funny blue color. Wait a
minute, that’s not grass, that’s water.
What are you going to do?

Soldiers from the Company B,
2nd Battalion, 10th Special Forces
Group (Airborne), know what to do.
They performed a water landing sur-
vival exercise Monday at the indoor
pool on Fort Carson.

“There are many dangers to land-
ing in water,” said Capt. Jeffery
Bailey, a team leader in Co. B. “The
soldier is going to be weighted down.
Landing in water is not perferred.
The soldiers have to deal with the
harness before it soaks up water and
drags them down. There (are) also
the supension lines and the chute
itself to deal with. Once the chute
gets wet, it becomes very heavy and
presents a hazard.”

The soldiers had to jump into the
pool, remove the parachute harness
and swim under the parachute to the

center and breathe at the center
bridal loop of the chute, where a
small pocket of air forms, then con-
tinue swimming clear of the chute,
said Bailey.

“This was the first time we’ve
actually gone through the physical
motions of landing in water,” said
Sgt. 1st Class David McWhirt.
“Some people aren’t as confident in
the water, and it builds your confi-
dence by actually doing it.”

“We go through (water training)
verbally all the time,” said Sgt. Greg
Kibbee. “But now we have actually
done it, and, anytime you do any
type of training, its going to be bene-
ficial.”

“(The training) was very realistic
and pertinent for real-world train-
ing,” said Sgt. 1st Class Alfredo S.
Rojas. “I think it should be an annual
event.”

“People tend to forget, under
stress, things that have only been told
to them,” said Staff Sgt. Christopher
K. Barton. “If you’ve actually done
the training, it’s easier to remember.”

“If doing this training saves one
life,” said Sgt. Maj. Kevin W.
Kotowski, “then the training was
worth it.”

Soldiers had to swim clear of tl
waited under the canopy to ass
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Other soldiers in scuba gear were submerged below water and Boots and pants quickly fill with water and
parachute lines. weigh soldiers down, making it hard to swim.
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Carson soldier offers children hope

U.S. Support Group — Haiti
Public Affairs Office

PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti — As many peo-
ple run through the malls these last days of the
holidays, frantically trying to find that perfect
gift, a soldier from Fort Carson is helping bring
the holiday spirit to reality.

Captain James Smith, deployed from Fort
Carson with the United States Support Group —
Haiti, helped organize a project to renovate a
school for 350 children. During the “Starfish”
program, support group volunteers donate their
time and hard work to restore school and equip-
ment to attempt to improve the quality of life for
children in Haiti.

As the story behind the word “Starfish” goes,
according to legend, a man was walking along a
seashore when he noticed hundreds of starfish
high and dry on the sand. Knowing they would
all die unless they were put back in the water, he
began tossing them into the sea. As he was doing
so, another man came along and asked him what
he was doing. The first man explained to him
that although he wouldn’t be able to save all the
starfish, the least he could do was to save what
he could. The same type of story helps describe
Haiti.

Haiti has the highest percentage of people
living in extreme poverty in the world at a rate of
66 percent of the population (according to World
Bank). Smith has been able to see that number in
reality every day. Driving down the road means
avoiding hitting hundreds of people who are out
of work and starving for both money and food to

survive. Volunteering at “Starfish” shows support
group personnel children go to school with little
or no desks, in a 10-foot by 10-foot cubicle.
Many times there are no chalkboards to write on
and not enough supplies to go around.

Soldiers, airmen, sailors and Marines are
continuing participation in the U.S. Support
Group — Haiti, a 500-member joint command.
The support group is continuing its mission to
conduct civil military operations here, which
help the Haitian government in its efforts to
forge a lasting democracy while providing excep-
tional training to attached military units.

Under the control of the U.S. Southern
Command, the support group has been in its cur-
rent existence since March 1996. In that time, the
support group has conducted more than 620 med-
ical humanitarian assistance missions helping
more than 85,900 Haitians. In addition, 93
schools have been partially or completely rebuilt
or renovated by military engineering units and
visiting Coast Guard and Navy crewmembers as
well as support group personnel.

Other support group achievements have
included nine miles of road repair, 34 water well
construction projects, distribution of more than
191,500 pounds of donated items and emergency
action operations.

This holiday season, while many people are
sitting inside a comfortable home, looking at the
holiday decorations and gifts with family and
friends, Smith, along with the other service mem-
bers with the support group in Haiti, will truly
appreciate how lucky they are.
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DeCA holds first retiree council

Defense Commissary Agency

Retirees talked about their com-
missary shopping needs and building
common ground with active duty
shoppers at the first meeting of the
Defense Commissary Agency Retiree
Council last week at the Agency’s
headquarters.

“Retirees are underwriting the
DoD (Department of Defense) resale
system, and I appreciate their busi-
ness,” said Richard Beale, director of
the DeCA. Beale and his principal
staff members were present for the
day-long session in his renewed
emphasis to improve customer rela-
tions.

Council members want to make
sure that commissaries reflect
retirees’ needs, lifestyles and shop-
ping habits.

“In this changing world, operating
the commissaries with everyone’s best
interest in mind isn’t easy, but it can
happen,” said retired Army Maj. Gen.

William Gourley. The Monterey,
Calif., resident is one of several coun-
cil members.

Beale outlined the overall chal-
lenges of running a grocery store
under rules designed for government,
while trying to adjust to changing
customer needs.

Appropriated funding underwrites
the benefit and allows DeCA to sell
groceries at cost. But it also tends to
lock DeCA into a lot of government
procedures that add no value to sell-
ing groceries.

“The rules don’t always allow for
rapid changes, but commissary
patrons don’t want to hear that,”
Beale said.

There is a limit to DeCA’s money
as appropriated by Congress.

“There’s only so much money to
spread for operating hours and man-
power; unlike the exchange system,
we don’t make a profit, so there’s no
additional money to use even when

we increase sales,” said Beale.

The agency’s senior officials
talked about customer comments from
the active duty enlisted population,
DeCA’s construction program, fixing
the credit/debit card problems, coop-
erative efforts between the exchanges
and DeCA and the use of demograph-
ics in buying strategies.

Regardless of the topic being dis-
cussed, a clear challenge emerged: the
need for a unified “vision” of the
commissary benefit from active duty
personnel, retirees and DeCA.

“We must find a way to attract
and retain the young active duty shop-
per and their families who, for one
reason or another, do not make the
commissary their primary supermar-
ket of choice, while simultaneously
honoring our retiree shoppers with the
benefit they’ve earned,” said Tim
Ford, DeCA’s director of Public
Affairs.

Alan Jones, from DeCA’s
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ROTH IRA offers nontaxable savin

by Capt. Eric Feustel
Fort Carson Tax Center

As the 1998 tax year comes to a close investors
with a traditional individual retirement arrangement
should consider the possible benefits of converting
to a Roth IRA. As many investors know, an IRA is
a tax-sheltered retirement fund. When a taxpayer
puts money into the IRA it is called a contribution;
when a taxpayer withdraws money from an IRA, it
is called a distbution.

With a traditional IRA, many of the contribu-
tions, subject to certain income level thresholds, are
deductible from gross income and the majority of
distributions are fully taxable. Conversely, with a
Roth IRA, contributions are never deductible; how-
ever, qualifying distributions from a Roth IRA are
nontaxable.

Given the two forms of IRAs, the investor is
left with a choice; traditional or Roth IRA. Since

1997, a taxpayer may convert an existing traditional
IRA to a Roth IRA as long as he does not use the
married filing separate status and his modified
adjusted gross income is not more than $100,000.
This transaction is called a rollover. If the taxpayer
determines that a Roth IRA is a better investment, it
is a good idea to complete the rollover before the
end of this tax year.

Why convert in 1998? Under the current tax
law, a rollover into a Roth IRA that occurs after
1998 is fully taxable in the year of the rollover.
However, Roth IRA rollovers in 1998 will be
included in income in equal amounts over a four-
year period.

This special treatment of 1998 rollovers may
result in a tax savings.

Example one: In 1998, Staff Sgt. Smith, a sin-
gle taxpayer with adjusted gross income of
$35,000, rolls $16,000 from his traditional IRA into

a new Roth IRA. St
additional $4,000 in
1999, 2000 and 200
Example two: I
taxpayer with adjust
rolls $16,000 from 1
IRA. He must inclu
income in 1999.
Only the indivic
is beneficial to rollc
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Report on China’s military

by Jim Garamone
American Forces Press Service

The military will play an important role in the People’s
Republic of China reaching its goals of being a great world
power and the pre-eminent one in Asia.

This is the conclusion of a Department of Defense report
submitted to Congress by Defense Secretary William S. Cohen.
The report covers the future military capabilities and strategy of
the People’s Republic of China.

The ultimate goal of the most populous country on the globe
is “parity in economic, political and military strength with the
world’s leading powers by the middle of the next century,” the
report says.

China has no major external security threats and the Chinese
are taking advantage of this to reorganize and modernize their
army. The People’s Liberation Army will still be the largest on
Earth even after it finishes a cut of 500,000 soldiers. Officials are
equipping the army with more modern weaponry and developing
a more educated officer and enlisted corps.

China’s goal, the report says, is to field forces that can
deploy rapidly and win a future regional war along its periphery
under high-technology conditions. For China to become the pre-
eminent Asian power will “require the weakening of U.S. politi-
cal influence in the region,” the report says, adding China will
not directly confront the United States.

Reserve and Guard |

shopping days

Defense Commissary Agency

Forgot that loaf of bread and gallon of
milk? Afraid you don’t have enough visits
left at the commissary to stop for a few
items? Think again.

Reserve and National Guard members
can now enjoy 12 additional commissary
shopping visits during the last days of
1998. The best news is the additional com-
missary visits come just in time for the
holidays.

In October, Congress passed the 1999
Defense Authorization Act, which grants
24 commissary visits annually for
reservists and guardsmen. The new law
also gives reservists 12 commissary visits
in 1998 in addition to the 12 they already
had.

“Gray-area” reservists who have
retired from the Reserve, but who have
not yet reached age 60, also get the 12
additional commissary shopping visits in
1998.

Reservists who are called to active
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$how ne the noney

by Sgt. 1st Class Terri Stamm
10th Combat Support Hospital
| Pinon Canyon, National

| Training Center, Honduras,
Bosnia, Kuwait ... the list goes on.
Soldiers are deployed daily from
numerous posts to countless desti-
nations. Many soldiers have fami-
lies and obligations left behind.

We hear horror stories of families left unpre-
pared for separation. The rear detachment noncom-
missioned officer is expected to solve many prob-
lems that could have been prevented with simple
pre-deployment counseling.

Counseling is important to ensure the spouse
can handle any details normally managed by the
deploying spouse.

For instance, during counseling, a list of critical
names, numbers and financial information will be
compiled for the spouse.

This information includes such things as check-
ing and savings account numbers, Automated Teller

Stamm

Machine Personal Identification Numbers, the rear
detachment noncommissioned officer in charge and
officer in charge names and phone numbers, all
insurance policies, agent’s name and address and
where all important documents, such as wills, pow-
ers of attorney, and medical information is located.

Pre-deployment check lists should be done.
Checks should include servicing the heater, air-con-
ditioner, water heater, automobiles and all appli-
ances.

Other items that should be seen to include win-
terizing the sprinkler system and car, or leaving
instructions and time it should be done. Make sure
that a filing system for tax return documents is
established and a family member knows who to
contact to assist with tax returns. If there are young
children in day care, the facility needs to be
informed. Also, contact your insurance agents,
landlord and church in person.

Your home should be checked for fire, electri-
cal, water, gas and burglar-proof safety. Talk with
children extensively and ensure they are prepared.

The deploying s
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spouse to pick up th
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Dining Schedule

Weeks of Saturday to Dec. 25

Weekday Dining Facilities and Dec. 26 to Jan. 1 Weekend Dini
43rd ASG Cheyenne Mtn. Inn (building 1040) - 3rd ACR Cav. }I
4 BCT rn e i 2061 Exceptions 431 ASG Chey
The following dining facilities are closed Dec. 3rd BCT Iron B
Standard Meal Hours 19 through Jan. 3: ,
Mon., Tue., Wed. and Fri. Thurs. * Patton House (building 2161) New Year’s
Breakfast 7:30 to 9 a.m. 5:30 to 7 a.m. * Mountaineer Inn (building 1369) Stan
Ll_mch 11:30 am. to 1 p.m. 11:30 am. to 1 p.m. * 10th SFG(A) (building 7481) Brunch 9a
Dinner 5 to 6:30 p.m. 4 to 5:30 p.m. * Butts Army Airfield (building 9612) Supper 33
Christmas Day Hours
« 3rd ACR Cav. House (building 2461) Family member
+ 3rd BCT Iron Bde. (building 2061) .
* 43rd ASG Cheyenne Mountain Inn
~ * Breakfast 8 to 9 a.m.
/3 - - Holiday Lunch 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
* Dinner 4:30 to 5:30 p.m.
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Mountaineer men’s basketball team wins trip

by Wit Johnson
Mount ai neer st &f

The Fort Carson Mountaineers
men’s basketball team won three
games Dec. 10, 11 and Saturday
against Peterson Air Force Base, the
Air Force Academy and F. E. Warren
Air Force Base, Wyo., respectively.

On Dec. 10, the post team met the
Peterson Sabers at the Post Physical
Fitness Center and the post team
ended up overpowering the Sabers on
the backboard and using its team
speed to run by its opponents.

The game started out with each
team trading baskets for the first four
minutes. After the game was tied at
eight, the Mountaineers took com-
plete control of the affair, outscoring
the Air Force team 14-5 to take a
commanding 22-13 lead.

Although the Air Force team
would mount mini-comebacks, it
could never get any closer than four
points the rest of the half.

At half-time the Mountaineers
had a 42-37 lead and any hope the
Peterson had for a comeback in the
second half was dashed quickly when
Joe Beamer picked up his fourth foul
less than a minute into the half.
Beamer’s absence meant the
Mountaineers would have free reign

on the backboards, as the Sabers
could only counter their huge height
advantage with 6-foot-eight-inch
Mike Herndon.

After Beamer’s presence was
gone from the Sabers’ middle defense,
the Mountaineers’ Dontonio
Hampton, Wilfredo Martell, and oth-
ers went wild — dominating the
backboards and scoring in close at
will.

Hampton was especially brutal on
the Sabers team as he scored a game-
high 27 points on an assortment of
interior moves and short jump shots.
The Mountaineers were so dominant
in this game that the Sabers got no
closer than 11 points the rest of the
second half.

The Mountaineers were just
quicker, stronger and faster than the
Peterson team and when the dust from
their running settled, they had earned
a 91-79 victory over the Air Force
team.

The next night the Mountaineers
met the Air Force Academy, and as
easy as their victory over Peterson
AFB was, this victory was as difficult
to get. In fact, the Mountaineers were
just one shot away from overtime at

See Men Page 29

A Mountaineer guard drives to the bas
defenders look on.
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Lady Mountaineers beat the Lady Sabe

by Wit Johnson
Mount ai neer st df

The Fort Carson Lady
Mountaineers rode the hot-shooting
hand of Katina Miles and the inside
game of Vinicky Beamer, Cassie Salt
and Icyrene Clarke to a 46-41 victory
over Peterson Air Force Base at
Garcia Physical Fitness Center Dec.
10.

The Lady Mountaineers started
the evening looking like they would
have a hard time scoring points as the
defensive effort of the Lady Sabers
forced them into tough shots which
were not falling.

The problem the Lady
Mountaineers had was the Lady
Sabers were making some shots early
and built an 11-4 lead on the home
team after the first five minutes of
play. The Mountaineers not only
weren’t hitting their shots, they
seemed to be outplayed by a quicker
Peterson team that was playing a step
faster than them.

A three-point basket got the
Mountaineers within three points but
Peterson held on to the lead over the
next couple of minutes. Sensing her
team needed a lift, Lady Mountaineer
Coach Marcia Oliveira sent in her
sixth-man supreme, Vinicky Beamer,
to turn the tide in the game.

Beamer’s emergence didn’t have
an immediate impact on the game as
the Sabers maintained at least a three-
point lead over the next five minutes
of the game. But, Beamer’s intensity
and hustle started to rub off on the

rest of the Lady Mountaineers. After
not having a lead the whole game, the
Lady Mountaineers pulled even with
the Sabers at 17 points apiece at the
seven-and-a-half-minute point and
finally got their first lead minutes
later when Kathy Cade put them
ahead at 19-17.

The teams traded baskets over the
next minute until the Lady
Mountaineers gained control of the
game by running off eight straight
points to take a 29-21 advantage.
Eight of those points were scored by
Beamer who was beginning to estab-
lish herself as a dominating force on
the inside.

Sensing it was time to tighten up
the ship, the Lady Sabers had a five-
point run of their own to pull within
four points with a minute and 17 sec-
onds left in the half. That would be
the last points the Lady Sabers would
score in the half though, and after the
Lady Mountaineers tacked on a free
throw at the 17-second point, the
Lady Mountaineers took a halftime
lead at 30-26.

The second half started out much
like the first half ended for the Lady
Mountaineers as they maintained a
three to five point lead over the first
five minutes of the half. It looked like
the game was settling down and the
Lady Mountaineers were taking con-
trol. But the Lady Sabers weren’t
through just yet and they mounted a
rally, aided by a technical foul call on
Miles, and found themselves within
one point of the Lady Mountaineers,

Lady Mountaineer forward Stephanie Du
the outstretched arm of Peterson AFB c
ing action at Garcial Physical Fitness Ce

at 44-43, with just over 10 minutes did th:

left in the game. tive pe
Again the Lady Mountaineers N

sought to put distance between them-

selves and the Peterson team and they
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Men

From Page 27
the end of the game.

The game with the AFA was played at Waller Physical Fitness
Center and it was an extremely tight affair throughout the night,
with the teams always staying within a basket or two of the other
all during the first half.

The difference in this game over the affair on Dec. 10 was
that AFA was just as quick as the Mountaineers, just as physical
as the Mountaineers and just as determined to win as the
Mountaineers.

Each time the Mountaineers thought they would pull away
from the AFA, as they did with Peterson the night before, the
Academy came right back at them. The difference in this game
was the Academy team was quick to the ball and played suffocat-
ing defense, denying the Mountaineers their usual and dominating
style of fast breaking. Slowing the game down to a half-court
game worked to the Academy’s favor as they were within four
points with a little more than a minute to play. But the
Mountaineers got the lead up to eight points at 47-39 at halftime.

In the second half, the Mountaineers managed to keep their
lead at five points for the first 10 minutes, and then they managed
to put some distance between themselves and the AFA, getting
their lead up to as much as eight points. Just when the
Mountaineers thought they would run and hide from the AFA, the
Academy came back strong

With a little over three minutes left in the game the Academy
came within one point of the Mountaineers at 8§1-80 and it was
definitely anyone’s game at this point.

Again the teams traded baskets for the next two minutes, 20
seconds with the Mountaineers clinging to a 87-84 lead with 40
seconds remaining in the game.

The Academy had the ball and a chance to tie the game but
they missed a wide-open shot and the Mountaineers rebounded
the miss. The Academy team was forced to foul the Mountaineers
and they went to the line and sank two free throws to take a com-
manding 89-84 lead.

Three more times down the floor the Academy team would
shoot and miss and the Mountaineers would be fouled and make
their free throws, giving them their final margin of victory at 94-
87.

Saturday, the Mountaineers again met an Air Force team, this
time from Wyoming, and it was a game of Dr. Jekyll and Mr.
Hyde for both teams. At the beginning of the game it looked like
the Air Force team from Wyoming would face the same fate as
Peterson did on Dec. 10, getting run out of the gym.

The post team had their way with the Wranglers for most of
the first half. As the second half began the Mountaineers main-
tained an eight to 11 point lead on the Wranglers but something
just didn’t feel right about the way the game was being played.

You never got the feeling watching the game that the
Moutaineers were in command of the game, even as they built
their biggest lead of the day 70-59, with just over nine minutes
left in the game.

At that point it seemed like the Wranglers put their game in
another gear and came within one point of the post team at 76-75
with five minutes left to play. The Mountaineers would hold on to

Mountaineer center Dontonio Hampton (13) shoo
defenders during the Mountaineers’ victory Dec. 1
Center.
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From Page 28

come back and they did, playing tight
defense and getting within two points of
the Lady Mountaineers at 50-48. At this
point, Lady Mountaineer Coach Oliveira
called a time out and switched the defen-
sive look her team gave the Sabers.

Oliveira decided to apply three-quar-
ter court pressure on the Peterson team,
and it had mixed results. The Peterson
team was able to defeat the press and
score baskets to stay close to the Lady
Mountaineers, but it was obvious the
defensive pressure was taking a toll on
the Peterson team. The Peterson team
started to get a step slower and the fresher
Lady Mountaineer team began to stretch a
small advantage to a large one.

Over the next six minutes of the game
the Lady Mountaineers’ press allowed
them to extend a 56-53 lead to 65-55 and
it appeared the game would be out of
reach for the Lady Sabers.

However, like a fighter who catches a
second wind after taking a punishing
blow, the Lady Sabers came charging
back at the Lady Mountaineers with just

SPORTS & LEISURE

over two minutes remaining in the game.

The Peterson rally started when Hires
made a layup and that was followed by
three free throws from Lisa Whitfield
who was fouled prior to a technical foul
on Lady Mountaineer Coach Oliveira who
called a time out but did not have any left.
Whitfield made three of the four free
throws to bring Peterson within five
points at 65-60.

After another Peterson field goal
pulled them within three points at 65-62,
Peterson Coach Randall Hunt called time
out to set his defense.

The move paid off as his team forced
a traveling violation on the Lady
Mountaineers. But, the Lady Sabers gave
the ball right back when the Lady
Mountaineer defense played so well they
forced a five-second violation.

With 31 seconds remaining in the
game, the Lady Mountaineers in-bounded
the ball and expected Peterson to immedi-
ately foul them. But the Lady Sabers let
20 seconds run off the clock before foul-
ing Miles with 11.2 seconds remaining in
the game. Miles went to the line and sank
both free throws to give the Lady
Mountaineers their final margin of victo-

ry.

The action was fast and furious t
Lady Mountaineers and Lady Sa
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Photos by Nel Lampe
Shops in Old Colorado City are decorated for the holiday season in small clear lights, evergreen

branches and bows.

Finishing the last-minute gift list

Shops with atmosphere shopping in @d Mlorado Gty. Ad this tine of year,it s
by Nel Lanpe Od @Worado Gty is a 10- anost festive pace to visit.
Mount ai neer st df bl ock area centered on West Tinydex ligt s decorate the
) till laddrgfa Gl orado Avenue st arting trees along @l orado Avenue.
' thet specid about the 2200 bl ock. Qd fashioned street ligt s
af t for @l orado Gty was a snal | are decorated, and shop
soneone town vhich exi sted before frat s and w ndows are
on your holiday @l orado Springs founder trinmed in greenery, bows
shopping list? even visited the Hkes Reak adtiny ligts
Conbi ne spe- ae Qut-of-the-ordi nary shops
cidty shop The town, founded in line Od W aado Gty s
hopping wth lorado s early go d-rush stregt's, wich just nigt be
afestive days, was the typical western the ticke far thet heard to
oet-inthe wld and wooly town, such as pl ease person on your list.
spirit anos- that portrayed in dd western Take a look in the Snpich
phere, and do your last-mnute novies, wth a saloon on near - [l Factory, where Vidaian
-' ly every corner and two or tradtiod cadersrigt ou

three nore in between. A far- of a Dckens book set the
bl ock area of the town had 21 scene for an ol d fashi oned

sal oons. hol i day. Take a few mnut es
In the md1970s, restora- to go upg airs and watch as

tion was undert eken, as dti - wor kers nake and dress

zens sought to preserve the dls

tom shaitage. Vicdaiarea Qher shops carry porce-

stores, residences and church- landdls, diedflover

es were restored. Onate |ight arrangenent s, uni que
fixtures and benches were antiques, and boot s and

pl aced al ong the si deval ks. See Shop, Page B2
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: : ] _ _ Apdl-ou section
Touches of snow on brick side- Dolls set a Dickens-like scene right out of a story book or a for the Fort Carson conmunity
walks add to the holiday Christmas card at the Simpich Character Dolls store.

ambiance in Old Colorado City. Decenber 18, 1998
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The outdoor-type mall has more than 100 brand name outlet

stores.

Shop

From Page B

noccasi ns.

There s a book store whi ch specia i zes
in nystery books and ganes, several bou-
tiques, art gdleries featuring southwestern
at, potery ad jevdry.

A shop filled wth nosic boxes is next
toacande shop. There s DUce s Sieet s
and Treda sfa gfts o desserts

For diversion, stop in the Mched
Grnan Gl lery to see Mgic Town.

There s a nomnal fee to enter the aninat -

A large Christmas tree towers over the train
ride for children.

ed mniaure city wich has t dking hd o-
grans. Wile there, check out the snall
scul ptures depicting the Od Wst, sddes
and various other occupaiod < alettes.

Kis Kinge s has a large sd ection of
dol | house accessories, miniatures,
Christnas ornanent s and other Qi stnas
gf ts. Grystina's shop has a sl ection of
BEuropean gifts, such as English and
Russian china, Hilland s Hft peces,
Scandi navi an red horses and ot her uni que
sd ecti os.

Qher shops carry Mxican pot s and
pattery, garden st atuary, returd foods,
gournet foods, quilt suppies, Vidaian
gf ts ad ats ad craf ts There sanlitay
supuws staoe adacoype o thrift staes

al wthina10-bock stretch

Adinthe neatine, ready for alittle
rest and refreshnent s? Try Fench onion
soup, cof fee, crassats, Fench pastries o
baguettes at La Baguette; ol orado noun-
tain pizzapie a Beau Jo s; hanturgers
and funky dtor at Meadow Mif firs, rich
ice creamat @l orado Geanery; fudge at
Rocky Mbunt ain Ghocol ate Factory (anot h-
& paetogft-shop); Mxican food at
Hri s, Jake and Tdly s for Geek food,
and st andard Awrican fare at Bon Ton
CGfa

There s dso Yaitai rest aurant and
Aleen s Wirld of Ghocd ate for dessert s
and espresso and Gertrude s for gour net
dnng

Mst of the shops and eateries are
closdy located wthin a fewhb ocks. In add -
tiontothe on-street parking, there are sev-
erd freeparking areas in the nei ghbor -
hood. Wtch for the brown signs desi gnat -
ing free parking

Thsisnt amall oo Vnart, sothe

hours are nore traditional  even during
the hdidays. Stores are usua ly open from
90V o I0am util 530 a 6 pm,
Mbnday through Saturday. Dring the hdi -
days, sone stores are open on Fiday and
Saturdays until 8 p.m Sunday hours begin
at noon.

Benif that dusive gft idea doesnt
tunu in Od @Woado Gty, tregirit d
the season prooedy wil. It s afestive
place to set a nerry nood for the halidays.

Photos by Pfc. Socorro Spooner

Prime outlet stores are decorated for the holiday season.

Factory Outlet Shops
by Ffc. Socorro A Spooner
Mount ai neer st df

Qilet stores areided for one-stop
shoppi ng for everyone on a Qi st nas
budget or for those who just want to get
good deal s on departnent store itens.

Not far from@l orado Springs, shop-
pers can get dl of this and nore a the
Rine Qutlets (farnerly the Fectory
Qtlets) in Gstle Rck. The nore than
100 outlet stores of fer a variety of nane
brand cl ot hes, shoes, accessories and
specidty stores like Guess, Gxter s
Reebok and M kasa.

Al o the staes itens are di scounted
anywhere from10 to 75 percent of f re &
prices which nake for sone great deal s.
Miny of the shoe and clothing stores of fe
deal s like buy one get the second hal f-of f
and buy one get one free.

These types of sal es go on t hroughout
the year, but aeredly hdpfu dring the
hdl i day season to hel p stretch those hdi -
day ddlars.

The outl et stores are about the size of
a snal | departnent store and the entire
aule fadlityis aou liketha o aae
floor large indoor nall.

Renener to wear confort abl e shoes
and bring strd lers for the chil dren wo
dont care too nuch for valking or are too
young to val k.

Tre fadlity dso of fasatranfa the
chldentoride far asmall price This a so
gves thema formof entert a nnent as wel |
as a break fromshopping. The train goes
around the track a couple of tines and
seats ptolochildena atine

Father Gristnas and Ms. Gaus visit
the aule s on weekends fromnoon until 4
p. m

Drectly next door to the children stran
istheatle s food caut.

The food court houses nore than six
fast food est abl i shnent slike Teco Bd I,
Qbway and Burger King to get you
through the shoppi ng day. There are
places to eat inside the food court as vel |
as seat sou side of the court for those wo
like to est aut doors.

Ater eating a the court, a shopper
nay al so buy dessert fromthe Rocky
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The Army Community Service Loan Closet
is in need of cookware and various items for the
holiday season. Items needed are: cookie sheets,
large baking pans, large casserole dishes, roasting
pans, mixing bowls, muffin pans, measuring cups,
serving platters, potato mashers and turkey basters.
All donations are greatly appreciated and help bet-
ter serve families relocating to Fort Carson.

There are two drop-off points: the Fort Carson
welcome center, building 1218 and Army
Community Service, building 1526. For more infor-
mation, call 526-0349.

Army Community Service is looking for vol-
unteers for the Volunteer Income Tax Assistance
program. Volunteers would work under the direc-
tion of the Legal Assistance Center at the Staff
Judge Advocate Office and must attend one week
of Internal Revenue Service training in January. A
competency examination must be passed in order to
volunteer as an income tax preparer. Assistance is
also needed in the reception center to screen clients
and verify documents. For more information, call
526-4590.

The Financial Readiness Program offers a
class on financial planning for first-term soldiers
today and a check book management class Jan.
5 from 9 to 11:30 a.m. Both classes are held in the
Army Community Service building. For more
information, call 526-4590.

School of the Arts offers dance classes in
Beacon Primary School’s dance room Tuesdays.
Beginning Ballet and Tap (ages 3 to 6) is held from
3:30 to 4:30 p.m. Intermediate/Advanced Ballet,
Tap and Jazz (ages 6 and over) is held from 4:30 to
5:30 p.m. School of the Arts also holds gymnastics
and tae kwon do classes.

For more information, to register or inquire
about other programs, call 526-3677 or 526-1100.

Youth

The Fort Carson Red Cross is offering a
communityv Cardionulmonarv resuscitation and

The Directorate of Contracting closes today
at 11 a.m. for its Christmas party. For more
information, call 476-7429.

The Fort Carson Officers’ Wives’ Charitable
Association sells the Fort Carson tapestry
afghan for $48. All proceeds from the afghan go
back to the community. To order by mail write: Fort
Carson Officers’ Wives’ Club Charitable
Association ¢/o Ruth Hale 460 Dix Circle,
Colorado Springs, CO 80911 or call 391-2873.

The Fort Carson Thrift Shop grand opening
ribbon-cutting cermony is Jan. 6 at 10 a.m.
There will be refreshments and door prizes through-
out the grand opening day. The shop is located in
building 1008 on Wetzel Avenue. The shop is
closed today to Jan. 4 for the holidays. Any request
for charitable funds are to be turned in by Jan. 15.
For more information, call 526-5966.

The Fort Carson Martin Luther King
Jr./Black History month celebration committee
meets every Thursday at 1 p.m. at the Post
Physical Fitness conference room. For more infor-
mation, call 526-3385.

Fort Carson’s Grant Library offers many
books on topics such as Christmas history and
folklore, holiday decoration, cooking and crafts.
For more information, call 526-2350.

Road and parking lot construction is under-
way at the intersection of Specker Avenue and
Prussman Boulevard and also at Manhart Field.
Construction will be complete within a few weeks,
weather permitting. For more information, call 526-
9235.

The Fort Carson Community Food Locker,
located in the Little House in the Rockies, has
Santa suits for rent. The suits are $15 with a
refundable cleaning deposit of $5. All proceeds
from the rentals aid in stocking the food locker for
the holidays. The house is open Tuesday through
Thursday from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. For more infor-
mation, call 526-2303.

Christopher’s restaurant presents Steve
Frazier in concert Saturday beginning at 7 p.m.
The concert costs $8 in advance or $10 at the door.
For more information, call 636-3115 or 635-5693.

The Fort Carson Commissary is currently in
the process of marking shopping lanes to ease
the congestion and consolidating promotion dis-
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The Fort Carson Safety Office conducts the
following safety courses:

* Motorcycle Safety Course, building 1117,
room 309A; Jan. 12, Feb. 9, March 9 and 23.

* Three-day Safety Officer Training Course,
building 1117, room 223, Jan. 11 to 13 and March
15t0 17.

» Hazard Communication Train-the-Trainer,
building 1550, classroom A, Feb. 9 and 23.

* Local Radiation Protection Officer Course,
building 1550, classroom B, Feb. 23.

Attendees are required to bring a copy of their
respective duty appointment memorandum to the
three-day Safety Officer and Hazard
Communication Courses. The following items are
required for attending the Motorcycle Safety
Course: motorcycle, driver’s license, vehicle insur-
ance, registration, closed finger gloves, leather
boots, reflective vest and motorcycle helmet.

For more information, call Curtis Faulk at 526-
8044.

The Public Affairs Office is seeking a soldier
with web site maintenance experience. The sol-
dier should be in a position to be released from his
or her unit for duty at the Public Affairs Office. For
more information, call Maj. Greg Julian at 526-
1269.

The following are upcoming classes offered
by the Directorate of Logistics:

» Forklift Safety Training, Jan. 6 and Feb. 9.

* Bus Driver Course, Jan. 25 and Feb. 1.

See your unit training noncommissioned officer
to schedule classes with Individual Military
Training.

The 3rd Cavalry Association is now recruit-
ing volunteers to work in the museum gift shop.
Shifts are no more than two hours. For more infor-
mation, call 526-1368.

A board for Officer Candidate School is to
be conducted at Personnel Command,
Alexandria, Va., March 22 to 26, 1999. The local
board is Jan. 19 through 22. All applicants are
required to attend and must wear Class As.
Applicants should be prepared to appear before the
board members at 10 a.m., Jan. 19. All packets
must be received by the 4th Personnel Services
Battalion, Personnel Actions Branch, building 1118,
room 317, by Jan. 4. For more information, call
Spc. Ivan E. Vila at 526-4039 or 526-1906.

Effective Jan. 1, all federal payments are
made via electronic funds transfer. This rule is a
result of the Debt Collection Improvement Act of
1996 and affects Army vendors, all soldiers and
Department of the Army civilians.

The Abandoned Vehicle Sales and Salvage
Lot, building 3660, will close today at 11:30 a.m.
for its Christmas party.

Nominations are now being accepted for the
Fort Carson Safety Officer and the Fort Carson
Safety Noncommissioned Officer of the Year
awards. Commanders or directors should nominate
brigade, battalion, directorate or company level
additional duty safety officers and safety NCOs for
consideration. Nominating criteria includes: six
months in position, an innovative safety program
implemented within the activity, timely submission
of accident reports, other achievements relating to
the enhancement of safety on Fort Carson, reduc-
tion of unit accident rates and positive Standard
Army Safety Occupational Health Inspection
results. The Safety Awards Board selects proposed
winners for the commander’s approval. Winners are
awarded a Certificate of Merit for Safety, signed by
the commanding general, and a gift.

An Army ROTC Green to Gold brief is
scheduled every Tuesday at the education center,
in room 203C, at 11:30 a.m.

For more information, call 262-3611.

The Colorado Army National Guard
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Mixed Doubles. There will be awards for first and
second places.
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Winter Festival

Enjoy a day of outdoor sports and activities at
Farish Jan. 17, the Air Force Academy’s outdoor
recreation area, which is open to all military,
Department of Defense employees and retirees.
Winter activities include hot cocoa and cider, ice
skating and broomball, an ice fishing derby and
demonstrations on cross-country skiing and snow-
shoeing. Farish is near Woodland Park on Highway
24. As you enter the town, turn north on Rampart
Range Road — call 687-9098 before heading out.

German Christmas service
A Christmas service, conducted entirely in
German is at the Christian Church of Security, 626
Aspen Drive, Sunday at 3 and 6 p.m. The service
includes hymns and readings, followed by cookies
and coffee.

Holiday concert

The Pueblo Youth Symphony presents a holiday
concert Sunday at 4 p.m. in Hoag
Recital Hall, on the University of
Southern Colorado campus. The
performance is free. USC is at the
north end of Pueblo, just off I-
25, about 40 miles south of
Fort Carson.

Christmas Carol

Theatreworks presents
Charles Dickens’ “Christmas
Carol,” through Dec. 24. Monday
through Saturday performances
are at 7:30 p.m., and Sundays at
4 p.m. Adult tickets are $15 and
student tickets are $5 with ID. Call
the box office at 262-3232.

Community holiday dinners

Colorado Springs citizens may attend the com-
munity holiday dinners held Dec. 25. Dinners are
scheduled at Central Odd Fellows Hall, 575 S.
Union Blvd.; West Odd Fellows
Hall, 2228 W. Pikes Peak
Ave.; Marian House Soup
Kitchen, 14 W. Bijou
St.; and Fountain
Valley Senior Center,
5745 Southmoor
Drive. Donations are
accepted, but not nec-
essary.

L.

Fruitcake toss
Didn’t care for that e

gift of fruitcake? Save it for *
the 4th annual Great Fruitcake
Toss in Manitou Springs Jan. 2. Registration is at
10 a.m. that day, with fruitcake toss competitions
beginning at 11 a.m. There is no entry fee if you
bring your own fruitcake or you can “rent” a fruit-
cake for 25 cents. For complete rules and more
information about competitive events, call 685-
5089.

Holiday music and lights

The third annual “Sights and Sounds of the
Season” is tomorrow at 2 and 7 p.m., and Sunday at
2 p.m., at the City Auditorium, 221 E. Kiowa St.
Organists Tom O’Boyle and Bob Lillie play holiday
songs on the auditorium’s Mighty Wurlitzer Theater
Pipe Organ, accompanied by spectacular graphics
and dancing laser beams. Santa will also be there.
Admission is $4 for adults and $3 for children
under 12. Bring a canned food donation and receive
a $1 discount.

Singing auditions
Like to sing? Colorado Springs Chorale Society
has auditions by appointment only Jan. 5 and 6.
Auditions are in Packard Hall on The Colorado

S8 A College campus. Make an appomtment by calling

634-3737. Singers are asked to sing scales, repeat
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tion.
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Be careful, folks! If you have no love for swing, jazz, and the kind
of music that’ll make your bobby socks roll, please disregard the previ-
ous rating. You might want to get an earful anyway, this compilation
could make you a convert!

Friends, I am just as guilty as the rest of ‘em. I yearn for a healthy
dose of angst. I love hearing someone lambaste the world with a dis-
torted Les Paul and a three-pack-a-day set of vocal chords. But honest-
ly, I’m just not that ticked at the world most of the time. Do you ever
wonder what happened to the music that just made you get up and
dance (with a smile on your face that you can’t even chisel off)?

Well, it’s still around, and Hip-O Reco
bord together for groovin’ cats like you! Ii
about time that music took a twist for the
We’re in an age when noone seems to be ¢
you’re going to ride someone's coattails, t
synthesizers have recreated, overmodulate
and even most pop music straight over the

I say...

BRING ON THE HORNS!!! Halleluje
Track one features the band at the headwa
craze. “Hey Pachuco” is a crooning wailet
No messin’ around here kids. Diana Krall
Jive Jack”. This tune is a tutorial for good
(a real looker, too). The Blues Jumpers’ “(
funny — ‘nuff said. Hey, if you can’t finis
Track 15 takes you down at the hands of |
fame) and man can he still wail! I tell you
your gal, whatever’ll do it on the dance fl
he was talkin’ about...

“It don’t mean a thing, if it ain’t got th

Listen hard, listen loud, and listen ofte






